A Responsive Government
King George County is governed by a three-member
elected Board of Supervisors. The day-to-day activities
of local government are supervised by a full-time
County Administrator. Other county functions are
managed by a number of elected and appointed
officials.
The Count\ is activelv involved in a lanned

economic development effort. Utility. water and sewer
services are available at many attractive sites for
commercial and industrial development.
The Countv's Industrial Development Authority is
empowered to approve bonds at favorable interest
rates to assist business development.

Educational Opportunities
As a family-oriented community. education has
always been a priority in King George County. Many
of the professionals recruited for high tech positions
at NSWC and its contracted support operations have
chosen to live in King George County partially
because of its excellent educational system.
K-12 Schools
Local parents have high educational expectations
for their children. The schools have responded by
offering a comprehensive curriculum which can
challenge the brightest students, yet meet the needs
of the children with learning disabilities. Specialized
programs are offered in computer learning, advanced
science and mathematics. vocational and business
education. There is a K-12 program for gifted and
talented students. Special education services for
handicapped children are available through local and
regional programs.
Additionally, local schools offer a broad range of
extracurricular activities, including sports, special
interestclubs,governmentalprogramstheartsand
journalism.
Residents are proud and actively support King
George's two elementary schools. middle school and
high school. Students consistently score above average
on national scholastic tests. Almost 60 percent of
King George High School graduates attend college or
other post-graduate educational programs.
There are also several private and parochial schools
in the region which serve nre-school through Grade 8.

Higher Education
knd arenMary Washington College in redmi
richestheregionwith theacademicandcultural
opportunities available at a state-supported, coeducational institution. It offers local residents
numerous lecture series, courses, concerts and
theatre events. Other nationally recognized universities within an easy drive include: University of
Virginia. Georgetown University. University of Richmond. The College of William and Mary. George
Washington University. Virginia Commonwealth University, Virginia State College and George Mason
University.
Two of the state's fastest growing community
colleges. Germanna and Rappahannock. are accessible
to local residents. They also offer two-year degrees and
special courses to assist local businesses in trainng
and retraining their employees.
Adult Continuing Education
Anumberofcoursesareofferedintheevenin

at

King George High School to adult residents. They are
sponsoredbythelocalschooldivisionandRappa
hannock Community College.
An extensive training program is offered at NSWC.
including short term. undergraduate degree and
masters degree programs from a variety of community
gesandlour-vcarunivcrsitics.

Quality of Life
Recreation and Culture
King George County is within easy driving distance
of Virginia's richly divergent recreational regions, including: the Blue Ridge Mountains. the Chesapeake
Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. Thus, residents can choose
among the best of winter sports. including snow skiing,
and a full range of beach and bay recreational
activities.
Locally,with scenic rivers forming its northern and
southern borders. many residents enjoy water sports
History
such as swimming. water skiing, motor boating.
SVirginia's
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where GeorgeWashingtonworshipedwhenvisitinghis
multi-million dollar development of the 170-acre
Barnesfield Park, located on the shore at the Potomac
ManearlyhomesinKingGeorgeCountybelonged
tobranceslthoesinKgoreCountabesaon.d
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preserve for bald eagles.
Other favorite pasttimes include skiing, equestrian
sports. upland game and waterfowl hunting, camping.
Housing
tennis. golf. baseball, football. soccer and gymnastics.
The County Parks and Recreation Department offers a
A wide variety of housing sites and styles is available.
comprehensive program of youth and adult sports and
including: suburban. country and waterfront. King
recreational activities.
The
George County offers exceptional housing values.
A modern Citizens' Center serves as the site for many
price of a home in the County is significantly lower
community events. It is also available for private
than in metropolitan Washington. In May 1985. the
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for $118.100. compared toS62530. in King George
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King George County residents enjoy the best features
of metropolitan life through convenient access to
metropolitan Washington, Baltimore and Richmond.
However, they prefer the more relaxed. secure and
affordable lifestyle of rural Virginia. The County also
abounds with its own recreational and cultural
opportunities.

Smithsonian Institution. National Symphony. Richmond Symphony. The Virginia Museum, the Virginia
Planetarium and numerous professional athletics
(Redskins football, Bullets basketball, Capitals hockey)
are but a few of the attractions readily available to
Count\ residents.

Climate
The climate is relatively moderate with average
temperatures of 36 degrees in January and 77 degrees
in July. The frost-free growing season is about 222
days. extending from around April 3 to November 11.
Precipitation averages 40 inches annually.

are also three private medical clinics and a modern
nursing home in the County.
Four nationally-recognized medical schools and their
hospitals are located within driving distance of the
County. They include: George Washington University
and GeorgetownUniversityMedicalSchoolinWashington. D.C.. University of Virginia Medical School in
Charlottesville and Medical College of Virginia in
Richmond.
King George County is provided fire protection by
highly trained and rated volunteer fire departments.

Library
The Lewis Egerton Smoot Memorial Library is
located adjacent to King George Courthouse in the
central section of the County. It contains more than
Health Care & Emergency Services
42.000 volumes of books and reference materials.
King George County has led the region in the
Additional books can be ordered from the State Library
development of emergency services. It is the only
byono
ony.oprf onall
ibrar
.91"eerecaln by one of the County s professional librarians. The
festh
whc
,jurisdicti.n whichoffers
jurisdiction
the"911"emergency callinglibrary offers special reading and lecture programs for
system.TheCounty'shighly-trainedvolunteeremerresidents of all ages.
gency rescue squads were the first in the region to
install the life-saving radio-telemetry system. linking
their ambulances with the emergency care unit while
enroute to Mary Washington Hospital 10 miles from
ChurchesandCivicClubs
the County line.
The County is served by churches representing most
Mary Washington Hospital in nearby Fredericksburg
faiths and denominations. There are various civic and
offers a major regional medical facility. Local physicians
cultural organizations in the County representing most
and dentists also maintain convenient offices. There
national organizations.

Access To Major Markets
King George County is strategically located in
Virginia's urban corridor which stretches north to
metropolitan Washington and Baltimore, southward
through Richmond. Excellent highway, trucking. water,
air and rail connections link the 178-square-mile area
of King George County with the densely populated
Northern and Eastern urban centers and rapidly
expanding Southeast markets.
Highways
Interstate-95 bisects the Rappahannock Region,
providing six-lane, north-south access along the
eastern seaboard and connects with 12 other interstate
highways. Additionally. U.S. Highways 17 and 301.
respectively. connect with the excellent seaport facilities located in Hampton Roads, Virginia and Baltimore.
Maryland. These port facilities provide cargo shipment
of goods to and from all major overseas markets. State
Route 3 divides King George County. providing eastwest access to the Chesapeake Bay and Shenandoah
Valley.
Trucking
Due to the excellent highway network, tricking
service is readily available to serve industry. More than
20 common carriers are licensed to serve the region in
an interstate capacity. Boston, New York. Detroit.
Pittsburgh. Louisville, and Atlanta are all within a 500mile radius of the region.
Water
Kini

deep-water Potomac River which flows into the
Chesapeake Bay. The Army Corps of Engineers
maintains a navigable channel 24 feet deep and 200
feet wide from the Chesapeake Bay to Washington,
D.C. The Potomac is used extensively by industry for
movement of bulk freight to ports along the East
Coast.
The Rappahannock River. which also empties into
the Chesapeake Bay, forms the southern boundary of
the County. Until mid-1978. the Corps also maintained
a 12-foot navigable channel in the Rappahannock
River up to Fredericksburg. Maintenance activities
would be resumed by the Corps if local firms planned
to use the river as a means of transporting raw
materials or finished products.
Air
Four major airports are accessible to King George
County. Byrd International Airport in Richmond is
located approximately 60 minutes south of the
County. National Airport, Dulles International Airport
and Baltimore-Washington International Airport. all
located in metropolitan Washington. are within a 90minute drive from the County. Local air service is
provided by Shannon Airport in nearby Spotsylvania
County.
Rail
The Rappahannock Region is bisected by the
Richmond. Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad
(RF&P) which connects Washington. D.C. and Richmiond.TherejisanRF-&PSpur line runininto KinL

A Prime Local Market

Labor Force
Businesses draw upon a rich pool of professionals
and skilled laborers living in King George County and
the Rappahannock Region. The Region's strategic
location and exceptional quality of life also assist in
the recruitment of employees nationally. Many of the
people relocating to King George County come from
major metropolitan areas.
King George County has attracted a higher percentage of highly skilled professionals, including
scientists, engineers and technicians. than elsewhere
in Virginia. High tech occupations account for 14
percent of the County's labor force. as compared to a 4
percent high tech labor pool statewide.

Nevertheless, residents are skilled in a variety of
occupations, including: (1980 figures): Managerial
and Professional (1,066 persons), Technical Sales
Administrative Support (1,209); Service (464);
Farming, Forrestry & Fishing (161): Precision Production, Crafts and Repair (629): Operators Fabricators and Laborers (677).
&

Located within Virginia's fastest growing region,
King George County is an excellent site for business
development. The County occupies the northeast
quadrant of the Rappahannock Region, which contains five political jurisdictions, midway between
Washington. D.C. and Richmond, Va. Historic Fredericksburg is located in the center of the region. 10
miles from the King George County line.
The population of the Rappahannock Region grew
by 53 percent from 1970 to 1980. During this period,
King George County attracted a sizeable share of new
businesses and families. This progressive and growing
county is the home of the U.S. Naval Surface Weapons
Center (NSWC). Naval Space Surveillance System and
the Naval Space Command and over 40 high tech software companies. NSWC and its support operations
have attracted thousands of affluent, highly-educated
professionals and their families to the region. The
County's population grew by 31 percent, from 8,039 in
1970 to 10,543 in 1980. By the year 2000. the population is projected to increase an additional 40 percent.
percent.
More people are living in King George County, not
only because of its exceptional quality of life, but
because ofits high-paying employment opportunities.
The average annual wage of County residents is 20
percent higher than elsewhere in the Rappahannock
Region. In 1980, the average annual County resident's
wage wasS 12,843. Employees of NSWC. the County's
major employer, earn considerably higher wages.
NSWC civilian employees living in King George
County earned an average wage of $23,216. in 1980.
In 1982. the total County payroll was $80.6 million.
Most of the persons working in the County live within
a 20-mile radius of King George Courthouse. King
GeorgeCounty.withamedianfamilyincomeofS26.517
in 1983, ranks 27th among Virginia's 136 counties.

MajorEmployers
The major employer in King George County is the
Naval Surface Weapons Center located at Dahlgren. In
broadest terms, the mission of the NSWC is to support
the Navy's Surface Forces as the principal Navy
Research and Development Laboratory for surface
ship weapons systems, ordinance, mines and strategic
systems support.
The laboratory at Dahigren employes 145 military
personnel and over 3,700 civilians. About one-third of
these individuals reside in King George County with
their families.
In addition to government employers, there are a number of business enterprises in King George County.
Major employers besides NSWC include: White
Packing, Inc. (meat packing); Heritage Hall Health Care
(nursing home); C & R Contractors (plumbing
contractors): Multi-Vac, Inc. (janitorial services): King
George Packing Co. (vegetable cannery); EG & G,
(support operations/NSWC): Sperry Corp. (support
operations/NSWC): Syscon Corp. (support operations/
NSWC): Vitro Corp. (support operations/NSWC).
Economic Activity
The presence of NSWC and the growth of private
support operations has shielded King George County
from national economic recessions. The average yearly
unemployment rate is usually the lowest in the region
(4.3 percent in 1984) and below state and national
averages.
Local economic activity as measured in terms of
retail sales has grown steadily. Taxable sales grew by
35 percent from approximately$ 12 million in 1978 to
approximately 17 million in 1982.
However, given the amount of total personal income
available in the County. there is a great potential for
further commercial development. In 1980, County
retail businesses captured the equivalent of 18 percent
of the total income of County residents. Elsewhere in
the Rappahannock Region, retail businesses drew 41
percent of the Region's personal income. Thus, it has
been estimated that King George County offers the
potential of $15-S20 million in additional sales for
local businesses.
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Distances to Major Markets
Atlanta...........590
Baltimore ......... 95
Boston ........... 500
Chicago ......... 725
Detroit ........... 550
Miami.......... 1000
Montreal ......... 650
New Orleans ...

miles
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miles

New York ........ 290
Norfolk .......... 140
Philadelphia......180
Pittsburgh ....... 250
Richmond.........50
Savannah ........ 525
St. Louis ......... 850

Toronto..........620 miles
1100 miles
Washington, DC .. 50 miles
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Your Future Is Here

