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FOCUS:
County of King George
The historic Potomac River (l) represents
recreation, transportation,and preservation.

The welcome center (below) is strategically

placed right at the PotomacRiver bridge which
brings commuters and tourists into King
George County every day.

An enthusiasticlunch bunch at Bo's buffet.
(L to r) Administrator Tom Harris, Supervisors Steve Wolfe,

Jim Howard, Cedell Brooks, Jr., Joe Grzeika, RADCO PDC

Executive Stephen Manster, Supervisor Robert Fuscaldo, and

Commissioner of the Revenue Faye Lumpkin.

IF

County Administrator Tom Harris explains
part of the King George Comprehensive Plan.
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.
The 1923 King George Courthouse has received wings and other additions, including
extensive interiorremodeling.

many others, mostly computer oriented. It is also home to a huge privately managed and publicly owned
landfill, as well as a power plant.
County Administrator Tom
Harris took us on a walking tour of
the county offices where we met
the newest staff additions, and said
farewell to those who were leaving,
including School Superintendent
Ralph W Johnson. He was leaving
to take a job at a private school,
but said King George had nothing
to be ashamed of in the area of
public instruction. We heard this
echoed many times during our
visit, and some even privately
admitted part of the reason for the
influx of new "come heres" vasjust
as much due to the quality of public schools as it was job opportunities with the government or computer industry.
We also met four of the five
Constitutional Officers, Clerk of
Court Charles V. Mason (who later

took us on aguided tour of the
Clerk's office), Commissioner of
therevenufyeW.umpsin
the Revenue Faye W. Lumpkin,

Sheriff Clarence W. Dobson, and

Focus on
King George County
By Alyson L. Taylor-White
While driving to King George
County, we traveled through familiar territory According to the historical highway marker, John
Wilkes Booth fled that way after the
assassination of President Lincoln.
In more recent times, we visited
Bowling Green in Caroline County
to spend time with town officials
there. That day, though, we kept on
driving through Caroline to Port
Royal, a place long on architectural
masterpieces, and short on those
willing to invest in preservation and
restoration. Port Royal always
makesussad.
Across the bridge we drove
through pristine countryside past
the county line, and we arrived at
the little county seat of King
George.
The county office building, a two
story modern structure behind the
old courthouse, was quite impressive. We were expecting a small,
outdated structure like we see in a
lot of rural counties. However, King

George is not just any rural county
It has major employers in the form
of the Naval Surface Warfare
Center that employs more than
3420 (according to a Hammer*
Siler*George*Assoc. report), and

Treasurer Alice L. Moore.
Commissioner Faye Lumpkin
joined us for lunch, and talked
about her Essex County roots and
her connection to another famous
Lumpkin (Assistant County
Administrator Linda E.) many of
us know.
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County Administrator Tom Harrishas been in King George Countyt or twoyears.
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AMENITIES

interiorof the courthouse, including a

For those who expect to find a
sense of place when they arrive at
their final destination, King George
County should not be on your list.
However, its parts make up an
interesting whole.
The board of supervisors
explained over lunch that each district has its own unique charms and
strengths. As Shiloh District
Supervisor Cedell Brooks, Jr.
described it, each part of the county
has its own selling points. For example, he said, his district, Shiloh, is
the part of the county that has the
best people, and is, according to
him, the very best King George
County has to offer. He assured us
that if we just stayed in his district
for the duration of our visit, we

good schools. He said King George is
a great place to raise a family.
The Potomac and Rapphannock
Rivers provide excellent opportunities
to enjoy 131 miles of shoreline. The
gateway to the country from one
direction is reached after crossing the
Potomac River on the Harry W. Nice
Bridge and stopping at the Potomac
Gateway Welcome Center. It is off
Route 301, and features information
on the region's places to go and
things to see, as well as where to get
a good meal, and spend the night.
Last November, the center received a
$10,000 matching grant from the
North Neck Tourism Council to
coordinate an exhibit and video for
the center. These are expected to be
completed by June, 2001.
One major asset the county has is
location, location, location. It is

peek at 18thcentury documents that are
carefully maintainedand preserved. A

would go away feeling adequately
impressed. While there was laughter

close enough to Washington, DC and
Fredericksburg to attract com-

Clerk of the Court Charles V "Vic"
Mason gave us a highlight tour of the

new computer system is being initiated,
and he said heis looking forward to seeitheresultsofdoingmore,fasterand

at the table over that, most seemed
determined to describe the county's
assets. With the exception of native
Cedell Brooks, Jr., the other four
supervisors are "come heres."
Jim Howard, the current chair of
the board who represents the James
Monroe District, said his job
brought him to the county many
years ago. He chose to locate his
family there because of the quiet,
rural, feeling of safety, as well as

muters. Fredericksburg's Mary
Washington Hospital is less than 20
miles away, and there is emergency
transport service provided by the
Dahlgren Rescue Squad. The county
is across the river from Maryland,
and has adjoining roadways to 1-95.
Route 301 is the major north-south
artery. For east and west links, trayelers use Routes 3 and 218.
There are two newspapers that
cover county happenings, the Free

King George County is rich
with history and heritage. It
is the birthplaceof both
PresidentJames Madison,
and statesman and two time
Virginia Governor, William
Extra Billy" Smith. At

right, St. Paul's Episcopal
Church was built in 1766
and is one of the two
remaining Virginia colounil
churches. It has a Greek
cross plan, and featuresj ina
brickwork and trims that
make it look more English
than other churches of its
era. In the early nineteenth
century it became a school.
cnd once again a church b

130. It is on both the
Virginia Landmarks
Register and the National
Register of HistoricPlaces.
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Lance Star out of Fredericksburg,
and the local Journal,
And, of course, the county
abounds with historic sites and
extant structures (see sidebar).
PARTING THOUGHTS
Although we spent more hours in
King George County than our usual
visits, we still did not hit the highlights like the power plant and the
landfill
However, we were fortunate to

enjoy a behind the scenes tour of
the reno-vated courthouse by a most
excellent tourguide in the guise of
Clerk of Court Charles V "Vic"
Mason. He showed us his records
and some archival documents going
back a couple of centuries. Then we
wandered around hallways into the
renovated courtroom, to the dispatch center and domain of Sheriff
Clarence W Dobson.
The tour of the courthouse, along
with a few minutes we spent at the
tiny county museum were the high-

ABSENTEE__MONARCHTOEXTRABILLY_
N MA
O

The English monarch that King George County, Virginia was
named for was George, I. He never spoke so called "King's English."
In fact, with the brief exception of his coronation, he remained in his
homeland, Hanover, Germany his entire reign from 1714 to 1727. England was governed by his ministers, many of whom got up to mischief
by this arrangement. Many who know the independent and proud
King Georgians of Virginia say they might recommend this hands off
approach. Perhaps they would be better off without any pesky interference from outside influences.
The county was formed from Richmond County in 1720. This
Northern Neck rural retreat also later added on part of Westmoreland
County.
English settlers were not the first to inhabit the county. Not far
from one National and Virginia Landmark, Nanzatico Plantation
(c.1770), there is an archaeological site of the Nanzittico Indians. The
village dates to prehistoric times (before the first white inhabitants)
was certainly one of the most substantial of its kind both by architectural evidence as well as population estimates. There were drawings of
natives in Theodore de Bry's book A Briefe and True Report of the
New Found Land of Virginia (1590). Many think the inhabitants of
Nanzittico were the models for those illustrations.
Readers will recognize by now that we try to weave former Virginia
Governor and Postmaster William "Extra Billy" Smith (1797-1887)
into our Commonwealth Contact features whenever possible. He was,
for those few uninitiated, a reluctant Governor not once, but twice, as
well as US Congressman, and Confederate General. He was one of the
Commonwealth's truly epic characters. King George County can claim

some of the Extra Billy spotlight due to the fact that Office Hall, a set
of outbuildings, is all that is left of his birthplace, a formerly substantial farm that is now, sad to write, long gone.
The fourth president of the United States, James Madison, was

born in King George County His birthplace is near Port Conway on
the Rappahannock River.
As far as historical treasures, King George County has plenty. They
have a small museum and research facility at the courthouse, but
should take a look at what some other jurisdictions are doing or have
done like Culpeper County and Essex County and dedicate some serious time and resources to interpreting the county's rich past
for
future generations.
Today, the area is a magnet for technology companies, and small,
entrepreneurial enterprises that contract either with the large military base, or any number of Northern Virginia or Washington DC
clients. The good schools and quiet quality of life attract more and

more to this Northern Neck community. F
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lights of the trip. We promised to
come back when we had more time.

After our visit, we asked County
Administrator Tom Harris to share
his thoughts about the county.
"King George County is located in
Virginia's fastest growing region."
he wrote. "It has 131 miles of shoreline on the Potomac and
Rappahannock Rivers. Its roots are
deeply imbedded in the founding of
our country. Its proximity between
the Washington/Fredericksburg
megalopolis and the serenity of
Virginia's scenic Northern Neck
offers a unique and concise perspective of an emerging Virginia. George
Washington worshiped here; James
Madison was born here, so our past
remains vital and significant. But
our future lies in the enormous
growth of our technology and
research and development industries. They are tied to the largest
employer, the Dahlgren Naval Base.
Consequently, King George County
offers a clear and dynamic microcosm of the New Virginia of the 21t
century, and a very special place to
call home." VR
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ThomasE.Harris

King George County
Administrator
10459CourthouseDrive

Suite 200
King George, VA 22485
(540) 775-9181

Teharris@co.
kinggeorge.state.va.us
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Congress:
Senators George Allen and John
W Warner; Congresswoman
JoAnne Davis.

ee

School Board Chair:
Rose Marie Ball
King George County
School Board Office
PO. Box 1239
King George, VA 22485
(540) 775-0040

General Assembly:
Senator John H. Chichester;
School Superintendent:
Delegate Albert Pollard, Jr.
28 20
Dr. Candice Brown
PO. Box 1239
1 3
Oak
Top Employers:
King George, VA 22485
(540) 775-5833
Naval Surface Warfare Center,
O
Pt Royal
military, employs 3400+
Education:
* King George County School
King George Elementary School;
Board, education, employs 350+
Population: 16,803
* TRACOR Corp., computer
Potomac Elementary School; King
George Middle School; King
programming, employs 314+
George High School; Germanna
* Logicon/Syscon, Inc., computer
Square Miles: 183
integrated systems design,
Community College;
employs 267+
Rappahannock Community
College; Mary Washington College.
* EG+G Services, Inc., consulting
County Administrator:
engineers, employs 190+
Thomas E. Harris
Real Estate Tax Rate:
10459 Courthouse Dr., Ste. 200
$.75.1$100.
King George, VA 22485
Major Transportation Routes:
(540) 775-9181
U.S. Route 301 (North-South);
Personal Property Tax Rate:
FAX: (540) 775-5248
U.S. Route 3 (East-West).
$3.10/$100
EMAIL: Teharris@
co.kinggeorge.state.va.us

Supervisors:
Chair, James Howard, James
Monroe District; Vice Chair,
Robert Fuscaldo, At Large;
Cedell Brooks, Jr., Shiloh District;
Joseph Grzeika, James Madison
District; Stephen Wolfe, II,
Dahlgren District.

Chamber of Commerce:
Jessica Herrink, Chair
PO. Box 164
King George, VA 22485
(540) 775-2024
Rappahannock Area

Development Commission:
P0. Box 863
Fredericksburg, VA 22404
(540) 373-2890

Planning District
Commission:
Stephen Manster,
Executive Director

RADCO
PO. Box 863
VA 22404
Fredericksbu
srg,
(540) 373-2890

King George County officials welcomed us to the courthouse, and spent a few
moments talking about their respective challenges and areas of expertise. They are
shown in the board of supervisors meeting room. From (1to r) Administrator Tom
Harris,Parks and Rec DirectorAnthony Jerdemian, Captain of the Department of
Emergency Services Steve Basham, Former Superintendent of Schools Ralph
Johnson, Engineer Bill Waters, Sheriff Clarence W Dobson, Community
Development DirectorJack Green, Landfill Superintendent Jason Pauley, and
(front) TreasurerAlice Moore, and Commissionerof the Revenue Faye Lumpkin.
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