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Our Mission

The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation
preserves and promotes the history,
traditions, heritage, and culture of the
U.S. Navy at Dah/gren, Virginia and
the surrounding community.

PRESERVING NAVAL HISTORY

History

Fundraising

In less than two years, the Dahigren Heritage
Foundation has built a financial and volunteer foundation
to create a museum to tell the "Dahlgren story" and to

So far we have raised over $140,000 in donations,
grants, and in-kind support. Companies like Walmart,
Lockheed Martin, URS Corporation and many others

build on the Navy's legacy in King George County

through education and community outreach.

Weare working closelywith the NavalrHistory and
Heritage Command in Washington,whichreferred to us

aslamodel for future, community-ledNavymuseums.

Wealsohavethestrongsupport of key commands at
NavalSupportFacilityDahlgren

We have assembled an outstanding, 15-member Board
of Directors and received state support from the Virginia

have offered early support for the project.
We received a $10,000 grant from the Community

Foundation of the Rappahannock River Region for a
collections management

system,

as well as an

additional $11,000 grant from the Foundation for
developing an historic walking trail on the grounds of
the museum.

What'sNext?

Tourism Corporation, House Speaker William Howell,
Delegate Margaret Ransone, state Sen. Richard Stuart,

In the wake of this enthusiastic launch, we are looking

and national support from Rep. Rob Wittman and the

forward to assembling outdoor artifacts and indoor

U.S. Department of the Interior.

exhibits over the next few months that will allow us to
begin a series of "soft openings" of the museum this

More than a Museum

year

The mission of the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation is
about much more than the bricks and mortar of a

We are excited about the possibilities for building on
the legacy of a base that was carved out of King
George County marshland in 1918, and that has

museum building or the landscaped grounds of a rise

become what former Sen. John W. Warner has called

near the Potomac River. We plan to be a community
convener and an educational resource. In these roles,
we will build on the scientific, technological and cultural
legacy of the Navy's presence in King George County.

'one of the crown jewels of national defense."

We plan to offer community forums on an array of topics,

from moral questions of war and peace to STEM

education for youngsters. We also have launched an
initiative to work with other likeminded groups in the
county, including the King George Historical Society and
the Ralph Bunche Alumni Association.

For More Information

www.dahigrenmuseum.org
Ed Jones
President, Board of Directors
ed@dahlgrenmusem.org
540-413-1031

Zbe Ote fate-$ftat
March 30, 2012

Museum secures U.S. 301 facility
DAHLGREN HERITAGE MUSEUM WILL USE FORMER WELCOME
CENTER UNTIL IT GETS PERMANENT SPOT
By RUSTY DENNEN
The planned Dahlgren Heritage Museum now has a home in the former Potomac
Gatewav Welcome Center on U.S. 301 in King George County.
And the museum. scheduled to open sometime this year. also got news of another large
donation from the Community Foundation of the Rappahannock River Region-$11.000

to develop the grounds for visitors. The group put up
organize and track the museum's artifacts and archive
Those items were announced Wednesday night at the fir!t of a erci
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forums at the University of Mary Washington's new Dahlgren campus. The forumi
hosted by the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation. which is working with the Navy to crea
ak.
Ed
with the Virginia Tourism Corp. to use the welcome center site, which will servea
interim location until a permanent home is found. Jones, editor of The¶
grew up on the Navy base and has been heading up the museum effort.
Planning for the museum began two years ago in an effort to gather, protect, displaN ar
explain materials from what's now called the Naval Support Facility Dahlgren. It willV
among a new generation of Navy Heritage Centers run not by the Navy. but by privatc

far. The museum has been signing up carter mmbr
businesses and other benefactors.
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The museum recently asked the King George Board of Supervisors for a contribution of
$90,000. Supervisor Joe Grzeika, among about 150 people who attended the forum. said
the board will consider it along with other groups' funding requests.
The museum's ultimate goal is to raise about $1.5 million to cover ie years of operation
once the museum is fully staffed. But Jones said the immediate goal is to begin to use the
1

building and the grounds this year for events and special exhibits. while building support
for the museum.
He said a formal fundraising campaign will be launched this year after completion of an
ongoing strategic planning process.
One purpose of the forums is to focus on aspects of the base's history. and on some of
those who made it one of the Navy's premier research and development laboratories.
At Wednesday's forum, Jones hosted a question-and-answer session with James Colvard.
who served as technical director of the Naval Weapons Laboratory in 1973 and 1974, and
of the Naval Surface Weapons Center from 1974-80. It's now called the Naval Surface
Warfare Center Dahlgren Division.
Colvard was offered a job at Dahlgren in 1969. But an earlier visit had convinced him
that the base along the Potomac River was a "backwater outfit."
Colvard eventually changed his mind about that after meeting his predecessor, Bernard
Smith, and some of the stellar technical talent on board. He took the job.
"It was probably one of the best tours of my whole Navy career," he said. "We were a
close-knit community where it had the feel of a small organization, but it had the power
of a big organization to take on major problems. That's kind of fun: You can go out and
kick the tires, so to speak, and talk to people doing real work."
That, he said, "changed my mind because I saw the potential and never regretted it."
Over the years, Dahlgren has been at the forefront of some of the Navy's most innovative
programs. For example, it is developing an electromagnetic railgun. which uses massive
pulses of electricity to propel a projectile to a target at great distances.
Jones also introduced two base commanders: Capt. Pete Nette. commander of Naval
Support Activity South Potomac, Dahlgren's host command: and Capt. Ian Hall.
commander of the Aegis Training and Readiness Center.
The base, which celebrated its 90th anniversary in 2008, was established in 1918 as the
Naval Proving Ground. to test guns destined for Navy warships. It includes a 25-mile
firing range along the river.
Rusty Dennen: 540/374-5431 rdennendfreelancestar.com

C 2012 The Free Lance-Star

Women recall Dahlgren days
26 July 2012, FLS
By RUSTY DENNEN
Dahlgren computer scientist Dawn Murphy went on a training exercise on a Navy ship 12 years
ago.
Some Navy ships at that time had accommodations for women; that one did not.
"So I was quite nervous to find out where I was going to be staying," with only men aboard. she
said during Wednesday night's community forum hosted by the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation.
-I ended up [alone] in the admiral's quarters," she said. to laughter from a crowd of about 200 in
the auditorium at the University of Mary Washington Dahlgren Campus.
Murphy continued: "It was a great week [at sea.] I had my own [bathroom]. my own room. but
it was an adjustment."
Murphy and three other women associated with the Navy base in King George County were
there to kick off the foundation's inaugural "Women in Science and Technology at Dahlgren"
exhibit at the university.
Joining Murphy and Foundation Board President and moderator Ed Jones on the podium were
Gladys West, a retired computer programmer and data analyst; Ann Swope, who worked on
environmental programs and is now chief of staff at the Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren
Division; and Cynthia Holland, a lead engineer at NSWCDD's electromagnetic railgun project.
Jones is also editor of The Free Lance-Star.
West worked on a variety of projects at the base over a long career. Her work contributed to the
development of modem global positioning systems.
She said that, as a black woman, she faced gender and race issues when she started in the 1950s.
"I remember very clearly: You were in a state in which a lot was not spoken. But you knew there
were limitations on where you could eat, sleep.
"It affected you when you would go to other places. You did not want to expose yourself or the
organization to embarrassment."
At one point, Jones asked the panelists for their reactions to one woman's statement in an oral
history: "What counts at Dahlgren is what you can bring to the table, regardless of gender."
They agreed.

Said Holland, "I came here with a very young child, and was pregnant with a second child. I
found my co-workers and management very supportive.
"What was exciting to me is that I was able to be a really good engineer, but also a really good
mommy."
All four women are featured in exhibit panels adorning the university's entrance hall in the
building off U.S. 301. One of the images shows Murphy on a combat system ship qualification
trial in Kauai. Hawaii, in 1986.
Dahlgren's history through the decades, since its founding as the Naval Proving Ground in 1918,
is also featured in the exhibit.
Many women have excelled at formerly male-dominated technical careers at Dahlgren. For
example, Elizabeth D'Andrea. who now works at the Office of Naval Research in Washington,
served as manager of the railgun program.
Sheila Patterson, with a technical degree from the U.S. Naval Academy, became the first woman
commander of NSWCDD in 2007. Laura DeSimone, formerly of Dahlgren, chaired a board that
reviews all weapons for the Navy and Marine Corps before they are deployed.
The exhibit is the inaugural display for the Dahlgren Heritage Museum, which is scheduled to
open this year in the former Potomac Gateway Welcome Center along U.S. 301. The site is
under renovation. Plans call for the museum to eventually move to a more permanent location.
"I declare the [museum] open for business," Jones told the supporters and donors, adding that
there are plans for a "very special exhibit in the very near future."
Karen Farley, the museum's executive director, said Thursday that the museum in cominL
months will unveil a series of exhibits, such as the one this week, rather than have one biL
opening.
To date, the museum has collected about $140,000 in cash and in-kind donations. I1
raise $1.5 million-enough to prepare and operate the museum for the first three tofive year
Jones made a separate pitch for help to fund a gun display at the museum. The foundation Ao
to secure two Navy guns now stored at the base-an 8-inch Mark 15 gun, and a 6-inch Mark.
It will cost about $75,000 to move the guns. Jones said the display will make anire
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Ed Jones
President, Dahlgren Heritage Foundation
Having grown up on the Navy base at Dahlgren, Va., as the son of a
civilian scientist. Ed became involved in 2010 in efforts to collaborate
with the Navy in establishing and operating a Dahlgren Heritage
Museum.
This pilot program for the Naval History and Heritage Command in
Washington will tell the story of the innovations, contributions and
leaders of the 93-year-old base, as well as the base's impact on the
community and nation. As head of the 15-member Foundation board of
directors, Ed is working with military commands and community leaders
to establish the museum. Funds to operate the facility will come from the

Beyond his work on the museum. Ed has served as editor of The Free Lance-Star, a 50,000circulation, family-owned daily newspaper in Fredericksburg, for the past 13 years. He began his
career there as a high-school intern 47 years ago.
As editor, Ed oversees the 55-member newsroom and serves on the paper's editorial board. In
recent years, The Free Lance-Star has won numerous journalism awards from the Virginia Press
Association and several national groups.
Ed is a former president of the Associated Press Managing Editors Association, the National
Conference of Editorial Writers and the Virginia Press Association. He has served four times as
juror for the Pulitzer Prizes. In 2010 he was inducted into the Virginia Communications Hall
Fame.
A graduate of Dahlgren School, James Monroe High School, Harvard College and the University
of Virginia School of Law, Ed lives with his wife, Peggy, in an 18th-century home in downtown
Fredericksburg. He is a postulant for holy orders in the Episcopal Church.
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Robert Gates
Chair of the Fundraising Committee, Dahlgren Heritage Foundation
DR. ROBERT V. GATES was the Technical Director, Indian
Head Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center (IHDIV/NSWC)
from 2007-2010. As the laboratory's senior civilian, he provided
perspective and continuity of leadership to the Command,
stewarded technical excellence and enabled competency
alignment between the division and headquarters elements. In
concert with the Commander, he directed operations at India
Head, MD as well as at additional locations in Virgini.
Kentucky, Oklahoma, Utah, and New Jersey. Dr. Gates also ha,
a long and varied career a \HT Dah'rcn Dix Ri
(NSWCDD')in Dahluren.

Vireir

Engineering Science from the Pennsylvania State University. and an M.A. in Political Science
and a Ph.D. in Public Administration from the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and Statc
University. He also graduated with distinction from the Naval War College. He is a graduate oI
the Federal Executie Instiue and has completed aarial ft other tchnical and exccutil
education course

Dr. Gates has served

.

ii-,
of STEM programs in middle schools in Virginia while at NSWCDD.
Dr. Gates also
participated in STEM activities in Maryland while Technical Director at Indian Head. In
addition, he has developed several intern programs and post-doctoral programs at IHDIV.
including cooperative agreements with the University of Maryland and the Polytechnic Institute
of Puerto Rico. He is currently engaged with the Energetic Technology Center and the College
of Southern Maryland to develop a cooperative program that will allow wounded 1arriorsto
earn a two-year degree and qualify for employment as engineering technicians atIll\DIV
..

Dr. Gates is currently serving as the Chair of the Flundraising Committee with the
Dahlgren Heritage Foundation. He is also a member and past Chair of the Rappahannock
Community College (RCC) Board, a member of the RCC Educational Foundation Board and
Vice-Chair of the Board of Trustees of the L.E. Smoot Memorial Library in King George.
Virginia.
He also serves on the board of the Science, Technology. Engineering. and
Mathematics (STEM) Institute at the College of Southern Maryland.
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Ed Jones
President
Dahlgren Heritage Foundation

wwW.dahlgrenmuseum.org
Museum Office: (540) 413-1031

P.O. Box 816
Dahhren.\V'224481,

Direct Line: (540) 374-5401
Enwil: ed(a cahli-zennucun~i

