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Mr. Russell M. Vaughan
Board of Supervisors

King George County
P.O. Box 169
King George, Virginia 22485
Dear Mr. Vaughan:
I wrote on July 20, 1989 to request that as soon as possible you appoint a contact
person from your county to work with us over the next several months in Phase II of the

United States Census Bureau's 1990 Census Redistricting Data Program. This letter was
a follow-up to our initial request of June 5, 1989.
According to our record, we still do not have the name of your appointee. We have
now received the 1990 pre-census maps for your county from the Census Bureau. Since

we have fixed deadlines for their return, we are anxious to have a contact person so that
we can proceed with the Phase II program. If at all possible, please return the enclosed
contact information by September 10.
Briefly, the Redistricting Data Program meets the requirement of federal law that

the Census Bureau provide certain population data to each state by April 1, 1991, for i
and March of 1990, is a necessary step for states which wish to receive thepon
n
data by voting precinct in 1991. The state will then use the precinct data in
congressional and state legislative redistricting and localities may use it in1o i
redistricting. Virginia is participating in the Phase II program, as it participat l1
similar effort for the 1980e
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in redistricting. Phase II of the program, which is being conducted between June of
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We would suggest that the contact person be a fulltime officer or employee who is
familiar with census maps and who will be able to interpret the local election district and
voting precinct ordinances and maps. One possibility would be the same person who has
been designated as your contact person for the Census Bureau's Boundary and Annexation
Survey program. A description of the program is enclosed for your information and to
share with the appointed contact person.
Please feel free to call me at (804) 786-3591 if you woul' like additional
information. Thank you very much in advance for your assistance.
Sincerely,

Robert J. (Jack) Austin
Phase II Coordinator, Virginia
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THE 1990 CENSUS REDISTRICTING DATA PROGRAM
The United States Census Bureau is required by Public Law 94-171 to provide each
state by April 1 of the year following the census with the population data necessary to
conduct legislative redistricting. The data on the 1990 census will include total
population and, separately, population 18 years and over, each broken down by race
(White, Black, American Indian, Asian or Pacific Islander, and Other) and Hispanic origin.
Phase I
The Census Bureau is producing its own computer-generated maps for the 1990
census. The beginning base for the census maps is the United States Geological Survey
series of topographical maps. (The 1980 census maps for non-metropolitan areas, on the
other hand, were simply the highway maps prepared by the State highway department.)
Phase I of the Redistricting Data Program was conducted in 1985 and 1986. Participating
states were allowed to request that the Census Bureau include on the 1990 census maps
the physical features which make up precinct boundaries (e.g., roads, rivers). The
Division of Legislative Services, working with information on voting precincts provided by
each locality, reviewed each voting precinct with the Census Bureau. It should be noted
that some precinct lines in Virginia do not follow physical features and were not accepted
by the Census Bureau.
Phase II
Phase H of the Redistricting Data Program requires participating states to provide
the Census Bureau with the boundaries of the state's voter precincts (or "voter districts"
in Census Bureau terminology). This will enable the Bureau to furnish the PL 94-171 data
by voter precinct in 1991. In addition, population data within each precinct will be
displayed down to the block level. Census maps also will show the voting precincts. The
Joint Reapportionment Committee of the Virginia General Assembly has determined that
Virginia will participate in the Phase II program since the General Assembly prefers to
use precincts rather than census tracts in constructing legislative districts. Precinct
lines were frozen by law (24.1-40.9 of the Code of Virginia) as of July 1, 1988. except in
special circumstances.

In the coming months the Division of Legislative Services will be conducting Phase II
of the Redistricting Data Program. Beginning in June, the Census Bureau will send us
copies of the preliminary 1990 census maps for each county and city. We will mark these
maps with the boundaries of the current precincts and return them to the Census Bureau.
The project is to be completed by February 1990.
The contact person in each locality will assist in a number of ways:
*

Verify and Update Precinct Information. The Division has on file precinct
information which was collected from localities in 1985 and 1986. We may need to.
verify this information and to pick up any additional changes which may have been
made.

*

Review and Comment on Initial Precinct Map. The Division first will mark precinct
lines on a set of census maps based on the information we have gathered. The
locality then will have an opportunity to review the maps
for any errors,
descrepancies, or precinct changes which have not been picked up.

*

Consult on Adjustments. As noted, some precinct lines will not appear on the census
maps because they fail to follow physical features. In such instances, we will seek to
"adjust" the precinct by identifying map features which closely
approximate the
actual location of the precinct line. (Note that the "adjustment" is a technical one
for census report purposes only and will not change the legal boundaries of the
precinct.) We will consult the local contact person with regard to such adjustments
and the number of people affected.

*

Review of Final Precinct Maps. A final set of maps will be prepared following initial
local review and adjustments. Each locality will be asked to verify the final maps
before they are returned to the Census Bureau.

*

Continued Contact. The Division wishes to continue contact with each locality
during 1990 and 1991 on various matters leading up to the 1991 redistricting.

The following staff of the Division of Legislative Services will be conducting the
Phase II program:
Robert J. (Jack) Austin, Phase II Coordinator
Mary R. Spain, Staff Attorney
Natalie Gillions, Research Analyst
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