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History of Juneteenth

Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating
the ending of slavery in the United States. Dating back to
1865, it was on June 1 9 th that the Union soldiers, led by
Major General Gordon Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas
with news that the war had ended and that the enslaved
were now free. Note that this was two and a half years after
President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation - which had
become official January 1, 1863. The Emancipation
Proclamation had little impact on the Texans due to the
minimal number of Union troops to enforce the new
Executive order. However, with the surrender of General Lee
in April of 1865, and the arrival of General Granger's
regiment, the forces were finally strong enough to influence
and overcome the resistance.
Later attempts to explain this two and a half year delay in
the receipt of this important news have yielded several
versions that have been handed down through the years.
Often told is the story of a messenger who was murdered on
his way to Texas with the news of freedom. Another, is that
the news was deliberately withheld by the enslavers to
maintain the labor force on the plantations. And still
another, is that federal troops actually waited for the slave
owners to reap the benefits of one last cotton harvest before
going to Texas to enforce the Emancipation Proclamation. All
or none of them could be true. For whatever the reason,
conditions in Texas remained status quo well beyond what
was statutory.
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Juneteenth In Modern Tim

Throughout the 80's and 90's Juneteenth has continued to
enjoy a growing and healthy interest from communities and
organizations throughout the country. Institutions such as
the Smithsonian, the Henry Ford Museum and others have
begun sponsoring 3uneteenth-centered activities. In recent
years, a number of National Juneteenth Organizations have
arisen to take their place along side older organizations - all
with the mission to promote and cultivate knowledge and
appreciation of African American history and culture.
Juneteenth today, celebrates African American freedom
while encouraging self-development and respect for all
cultures. As it takes on a more national and even global
perspective, the events of 1865 in Texas are not forgotten,
for all of the roots tie back to this fertile soil from which a
national day of pride is growing. The future of Juneteenth
looks bright as the number of cities and states come on
board and form local committees and organizations to
coordinate the activities. Communication and networking is
vital. A sharing of lessons learned throughout all
organizations will help expedite this growth while minimizing
waste and risks. The Juneteenth.com website can play a
vital role in these efforts. Thus, it is important to
communicate its existence to one and all. Contact your local
Juneteenth organizer if you do not see them listed within
and let them know about this site. There is no cost for
organizations to post their Juneteenth festivities at the
website.
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Rappahannock Regional Juneteenth 2006 Celebration
June 17 - 18, 2006
Project Description
The Rappahannock Regional Juneteenth 2006 Celebration is sponsored by the Center for African
American Genealogical Research, Inc., the Moncure Conway Foundation, and the Fredericksburg/Stafford
Park Authority. The dates for the event are Saturday, June 17 and Sunday, June 18, 2006. The jurisdictions
include: Fredericksburg, Stafford, Spotsylvania, King George, Caroline, Essex, and Westmorland. The
morning ceremony is a marker unveiling for the Underground Railroad/Network to Freedom plaque, at
Conway House. The UGRR/NTF marker has already been purchased by Norman and Lenetta Schools,
owners of the Moncure Conway House.
In the afternoon, the Juneteenth 2006 Celebration will continue opposite the Moncure Conway House
and across the river at Old Mill Park in Fredericksburg. A variety of vendors will provide food for visitors.
The FredBus will trolley people between the Public Parking Lot/Deck and the Park to accommodate overflow parking and allow maximum attendance. Displays will be set up underneath tents for artisans
representing the African American culture. Entertainment will take place under a covered stage. On June
18Lh, a community Sunday church service will be coordinated by the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship and
include other Fredericksburg churches. The public is invited to attend.
An Underground Railroad display will be at the Stafford Visitors Center during Juneteenth week.
School students and Sunday school children will provide their interpretation of Juneteenth through the visual
arts, creative writing, or individual/group musical presentation. All projects will be completed by April 28,
2006. Every child who participates will receive a Juneteenth 2006 ribbon. From each jurisdiction, the
school with the largest percentage of participation will receive a Juneteenth 2006 trophy.
The grand vision, the "Reverse Train Ride Project," is to provide an opportunity for descendents of
ex-slaves (Conway Colony) who fled from Stafford, Virginia in 1862 to play an important role in the
Juneteenth 2006 Celebration. Jean McKee, the family historian will speak during the UGRR/NTF marker
unveiling. She will share her family's story about their escape from slavery and the impact that
emancipation made on where they are today. Another descendent, Evelyn Hill, will be a member of a pan<
discussion on Sunday afternoon, June 18, 2006. Other panelists will represent humanities schola
address the topic of liberation and freedom through their respective disciplines as it relates to the
Rappahannock Region. The discussion will also highlight the importance of commemoration an
how each area of the humanities contributes to this community's understanding of its own past and the lar y
National events. The importance of the descendents participation adds relevance to Juneteenth and provid
a living connection to a past event that needs to be commemorated. Their role is extremely important to t
success of Juneteenth as their visit to Virginia will certainly draw regional attention. and state attention. A
momentum grows for Juneteenth 2006, we hope that it will attract National attentior
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The Project Goals Are Provided Below
1. Juneteenth 2006 Marker Unveiling Ceremony

Vision: A marker unveiling will take place on the morning (10:30 - 11:30AM) of June 17, 2006, the
Moncure Conway House is a designated National Underground Railroad/Network to Freedom Historical
Site.
Goal: 150 attendees
Outline for Marker Unveiling Ceremony "Let Freedom Rin
* Bell Ringing:
Falmouth Baptist Churci
* Prelude:
* Blessing of Event:
Reverend Hardies, All Souls Church, Washington, DC
Venus Miller, Vice President for Student Services, NOVACC
* History of Juneteenth:
Jean McKee, Family Historian for the Conway Colo
* Journey to Freedom:
* Recognize Honored Guests: Conway Colony Descendants, Yellow Sprii
* Spiritual Singer(s):
LaTisha Lewis, Solo, "Wade in the Water"
Dr. James Bryant, Chair, History Departme
* Speaker:
Jenny Masur, Regional Coordinator I G P PR
* Marker Unveiling:
*

Closing Remarks

John Hennsy Chief Historj1ia

NPS

2. Juneteenth 2006 Celebration
Vision: A community event at Old Mill Park in Fredericksburg held from 12:UU-4:00PM, and open to the'
public. Food vendors with a required Health Permit will provide traditional BBQ and red soda pop along
with hot dogs, fried chicken, popcorn, snow-cones, and pizza. Displays by craftsmen and artisans will
represent African American culture. Rented space will be available for area businesses to display
services/products. A covered stage has been reserved. Two tents 20' x 30" have been reserved and paid or.
FredBus will provide transportation between the park and the public parking lot in Fredericksburg.
Entertainment will include Step Dancing, Jazz Band, and Gospel Singing.
Goal: Minimum # of attendees - 700
Maximum # of attendees - 1,000 plus
6 Craftsmen/Artisan displays
10 food vendors
8 business displays
Raise $12,150.00
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3. Juneteenth 2006 Activities
Vision: School students will provide their interpretation of Juneteenth through the visual arts, written work
or an individual/group musical presentation, that must be completed by April 28, 2006. All grade level
participate. All students who participate will receive a ribbon and the schools with the most participati
will receive a "Let Freedom Ring" trophy. Posters will be displayed at the Ray Grizzle Community C
on Butler Rd., at respective county court houses, visitors' centers, and at the Juneteenth Celebration.
Musical presentations will be invited to perform on stage at the Juneteenth Celebration. I ocal children
Sunday school classes will perform step dancing.
Goal: At least 6 schools will participate representing 4 separate iurisdictions
All three grade levels will be represented among 6 school'
All participating students will receive a ribbon
Provide children with the opportunit\ to learn about Juwn

4. Juneteenth 2006 Panel Discussion
Vision: Provide an educational commemoration through a panel discussion led by invited humanities
scholars who will illustrate how each perspective of the humanities contributes to this community's
understanding of its own past and the larger National events. A member from the Conway Colony
descendents will participate in the panel discussion and connect the story of slaves seeking freedom to the
celebration of Juneteenth.
Goal: Contribute to the local community's greater understanding of the humanities

5. "Reverse Train Ride Project"
Vision: Provide an opportunity for the descendants of the Yellow Springs. Ohio, Conway Colony to return as
guests of honor to visit Stafford County, Virginia and the Moncure Conway House, the home place from
which their ancestors fled as runaway slaves yearning to breath the fresh air of freedom. Jean McKee, the
family historian will speak June 17, 2006 at the UGRR/NTF marker unveiling about her ancestors escape
and Train Ride to Freedom to Yellow Springs, Ohio from Virginia. On June 18, 2006, humanities scholars
will join Evelyn Hill, another descendent, in a panel discussion, about the meaning of liberation and the
importance of commemoration.
Goal: Provide funding for ten descendents to visit Virginia as honored guests, and participate in the first
Rappahannock Regional Juneteenth 2006 Celebration.

King George County
From the desk of

R. BRYAN DAVID
County Administrator

10459 Courthouse Dr.. Suite 200

King George. VA * 540-775-9181
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Al

Smith/CORPCTR/VAN
CPOWER

To
RBDavid@co.kinggeorge.state.va.us
cc
David L
Allen/CORPCTR/VANCPOWER@VANCPOWER
Subject
Fw: King George County profile
saved as pdf

01/04/2006 08:39
AM

Good

morning Bryan:

Happy New Year!

I hope you had an enjoyable Holiday Season.

Attached is the pdf of the updated King George Community profile that we
completed in June of 2005.
I'm sure by now there have been some changes
that will need to be reflected in the profile.
Please have someone review
the proof and make any necessary changes or corrections and return to me so
we can provide you with final copies to assist in your economic development
efforts.
In the interim, please feel free to contact me should there be auestions or
if I can be of further assistance.
Al
Alexander "Al" Smith, Jr.
External Affairs Manager
State and Local Affairs
Dominion Resources Services,
7500 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23294
Phone: 804-755-5173
Fax: 804-755-5408

Inc.

J Feher
Al len/CORPCTR/VANCPOWER@VANCPOWER
06/27/2005 08:15
AM
as odf

To:

David L

cc:
Subject:

King George County profile saved

David,
Attached is a pdf of the updated King George County profile. I revised the
design to reflect the color and layout as seen on the King George Web site.
Most of the edits were clear, except for the pie chart. With the given
attachment, I could not determine which companies were in which employment
segment. If King George could supply the percentages and segment titles, I
can make the chart. However, with the added Industrial Development Park
text, there may not be space for it. Also, in the "Air Service" section on
2

page 4, it reads,

"In 2000, the nearby Stafford Regional Airport will

become operational..."

Should the sentence read "...became

operational..."?

The pdf is optimized for on-screen viewing. The images will look best when
viewed at 100%.
Please let me know if you have any edits, or if the pdf is OK. Also, if you
need the hardcopy back for your review, please let me know, and I will post
it for you.
Thanks,

J.
J.

Feher

Graphic Designer
Creative Services
Dominion Resources Services,
701 E. Cary Street
Richmond, VA 23219
Phone: 804-771-4372
Fax: 804-771-3488
J Feher@dom.com

Inc.

(See attached file: King George Countyl.pdf)

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This electronic message contains
information which may be legally confidential and/or privileged and
does not in any case represent a firm ENERGY COMMODITY bid or offer
relating thereto which binds the sender without an additional
express written confirmation to that effect.
The information is
intended solely for the individual or entity named above and access
by anyone else is unauthorized.
If you are not the intended
recipient, any disclosure,
copying, distribution, or use of the
contents of this information is prohibited and may be unlawful.
If
you have received this electronic transmission in error, please
reply immediately to the sender that you have received the message
in error, and delete it.
Thank you.
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Theresa O'Quinn
From:
Sent:
To:

Bryan David
Tuesday, March 14, 2006 8:56 AM
AlSmith@Dom.com

Cc:
Subject:

Theresa O'Quinn
RE: King George County profile saved as pdf

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Red

Al,

Thanks for the kind appraisal.

In the end,

each person has a unique perspective from

which they will ask me a question in such a setting----my job is to quickly understand
that perspective from the nature of their question and respond appropriately.
I am copying Theresa O'Quinn who is our new Deputy County Administrator.

She will join us

next Monday, March 20th.
I am copying her on this e-mail so she knows this will a project of hers along with the
other flotsam and jetsam I am throwing her way.
Tell Iris I said hello and I do remember her from my time in Brunswick County.
We will be in touch.
R. Bryan David
County Administrator
King George County
540.775.9181

----Original Message----From: Al Smith@Dom.com [mailto:Al Smith@Dom.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2006 8:32 AM
To: Bryan David

Cc: David L Allen@Dom.com
Subject:

Fw:

King George County profile saved as pdf

Good morning Bryan:
It was a pleasure meeting you in person at last night's King George Chamber
and Builders Association meeting.
You did a great job of handling some

tough questions.
We will look forward to working with your new deputy county administrator

on the completion of your community profile update. Is she on board as
yet? In the interim, please feel free to give me a call if I may be of
assistance.
Al
Alexander "Al" Smith,

Jr.

External Affairs Manager
State and Local Affairs
Dominion Resources Services,

Inc.

7500 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23294
Phone: 804-755-5173
Fax: 804-755-5408
-----

Forwarded by Al Smith/CORPCTR/VANCPOWER on 03/14/2006 08:25 AM ---1

