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WASTE MANAGEMENT

May 30, 2006
Mr. Richard Doucette
M
2LECOPY
Waste Compliance Manager
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Northern Virginia Regional Office
13901 Crown Court
Woodbridge, VA 22193-1453
UPS# 1Z90A3E40142185070
RE:

King George Landfill, Inc.
King George County Landfill
Permit # 586
Landfill Workface Fire

Dear Mr. Doucette:
We are writing to notify you of a landfill workface fire the site experienced on May
29, 2006. At approximately 5:30 p.m., a fire was noticed at the site and the
Emergency Contingency Plan was put into action. The King George County Fire
Department was contacted and in conjunction with site personnel the fire was put
out and the area covered with soil to ensure the fire did not re-ignite. The cause
of the fire is unknown at this time. We will continue to monitor the area in the
immediate future to ensure there are no further problems associated with this
event.
This written report is being provided within 5 days as required by 9 VAC 20-80570.C.3. Waste Management is committed to operating the facility in
compliance with all federal, state and local regulations. Should you have any
questions or comments in this matter, please contact me at 540-775-3123
extension 13.
Sincerely,

Dean Lyle
District Manager
CC:

Travis Quesenberry - King George County (via e-mail)
Joseph Trocchio - Environmental Specialist II - VADEQ (via e-mail)
Jill Jamison - WM (via e-mail)

Rick Guidry - WM (via e-mail)
David Moody - King George County (via e-mail)
Jeff Jenkins - King George County (via e-mail)
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DAVID W. MOODY,
FIRE / RESCUE CHIEF

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
10459 Courthouse Drive. Suite 200
KingGeorge,Virginia22485
Telephone: (540) 775-9181
Fax:(540)775-5248

dmoody@co.kinggeorge.state.va.us

STEVEND.BASHAM,
DEPUTY CHIEF / ADMIN.
sbasham@co.kinggeorge.state.va.us

CHARLES A. WILLIAMS,
CAPTAIN / TRAINING OFFICER
cwilliams@co.kinggeorge.state.va.us

MEMORANDUM
TO:

R. Bryan David, County Administrator

FROM:

David W. Moody, Fire & Rescue Chief

DATE:

May 30, 2006

SUBJECT:

King George Landfill Fire

As you requested, here is an after action report from Fire & Rescue in regards to the
Landfill Fire that occurred on Monday, May 29, 2006. The fire was reported by one of
our volunteer Fire Captain's at approximately 5:18 pm. As he was driving in his vehicle
he spotted smoke coming from the area of the landfill and promptly made the notification
to the King George Communications Center to see if there were any controlled burnings
in progress near the vicinity of the landfill. The Communication Center replied that they
did not have any controlled burnings on file in that area. The Captain then requested for
a Tanker and a Brush Truck to respond to the landfill for an investigation into a possible
fire. An employee had met our firefighters on scene to unlock the gate so Fire & Rescue
units could gain access to the landfill.
Upon arrival it was found that there was approximately 2.5 acres of miscellaneous
garbage and debris on fire. At this time additional units were requested due to needing a
lot of water and manpower. At approximately 6:15 pm I made notification to the County
Administrator to advise him of the situation. We used approximately 40,000 gallons of
water, 34 firefighters and Waste Management employees operating excavators and
bulldozers to extinguish the fire. We had to call multiple mutual-aid agencies throughout
our area and from Maryland to the fire, primarily due to an additional incident (motor
vehicle accident on Rt. 205) which resulted in a double fatality that had occurred during
the same time as the fire.
The fire resulted in no injuries or property damage and the cause is unknown. The
landfill had not been in operation since Saturday (May 27, 2006) at 3:00 pm. and no
employees were on site during the time of the fire. Our last fire unit cleared at 9:02 pm.
If von have any firther oijestions nlease feel free to contact me

10459 Courthouse Drive, Suite 200
King George, VA 22485

JASON\. PAULEY

Telephone: (540) 775-3321

Director of SolidXH't

FAX: (540) 775-3706

and Recycling

Memo

dum

Tom Harris. County Administrator

To:

From: Jason M. Pauley, Director of Solid Waste and Recycling

Date:

11/08/2001

Re:

Landfill Fire

This letter is in response to a subsurface landfill fire that is currently burning at our landfill. As I
have mentioned in our phone conversations, this fire appeared last Friday with it's first signs. By
Saturday November 3 rd, it was t0 a level that the County Staff contacted the King George Fire
Department for assistance. After a daylong fire fighting effort, the area did not show that it was
completely out below the surface. Every day since then, fire suppression efforts have been done
during the day, and let go in the evenings. By not working continuously on this, it seems to give the
fire a chance to build back up in the evenings, as evidenced by observations in the morning hours.
The efforts of the fire department, and county landfill staff, and Waste Management were swift, and
appeared to be successful as of Tuesday evening this week. The area was monitored throughout the
day on Wednesday, with no signs of fire. Unfortunately, the fire was found to be burning once again
in the subsurface upon inspection of the facility this morning.
In an effort to assure that this subsurface fire is contained and controlled immediately and
effectively, we are requesting fire suppression efforts persist 24 hours a day until it is completely
extinguished. County inspection staff will be working on a 24 hour shift to monitor the progress
starting today until further notice. Since the landfill staffis normally not able to obtain overtime
pay, I am requesting overtime pay be given for this special circumstance since overnight hours are
necessary in this effort.
I am available at your convenience if you require further information on this matter. I will keep you
briefed as we progress with our efforts, as well an continuing to work with our fire department. In
addition, please advise on the ability of my staff to obtain overtime pay for their extended hours.
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10459 Courthouse Drive, Suite 200
King George, VA 22485
Telephone: (540) 775-3321
FAX: (540) 775-3706

JASON M. PAULEY
Director of Solid Waste
and Recycling

November 8, 2001

Mr. Timothy Schotsch
King George County Landfill
10376 Bullock Drive
King George, VA 22485
RE:

Landfill Fire

Dear Mr. Schotsch:
This letter is in response to the subsurface landfill fire that is currently burning at our facility. As
you are aware, this fire showed itself first last Friday evening with it's first signs. By Saturday
November 3 rd, it was to a level that you mentioned contacting the King George Fire Department
for assistance. After a daylong fire fighting effort, the area appeared to be extinguished, though
Captain Steve Basham mentioned that the fire was likely still burning. Every day since then,
fire suppression efforts have been done during the day, and have ceased in the evenings. By not
working continuously on this, it appears that it has given the fire a chance to build back up in the
evenings, as evidenced by observations in the morning hours.
The efforts of you staff, fire department staff, and county landfill staff were swift, and appeared
to be successful as of Tuesday evening this week. Unfortunately, the fire was found to be
burning in the subsurface upon inspection of the facility this morning.
In an effort to assure that this subsurface fire is contained and controlled immediately and
effectively, we are requesting fire suppression efforts persist 24 hours a day until it is completely
extinguished. County inspection staff will be working on a 24 hour shift to monitor the progress
starting today until further notice.
As you are aware, fires such as these can persist for many years if not properly handled in their
early stages. Many people from around the country have offered suggestions to aid us in our
efforts. I have conveyed several of these suggestions to you, which you have actively employed
with some success as well as other efforts you and you staff suggested. In addition, we are still
in need of an overall plan tosystematically control this elusive form of fire.

Mr. Timothy Schotsch
November 8, 2001
Page 2
to call on us at
If my staff or I can be of any assistance in your efforts. please do not hesitate
hour of the day. The King George County Fire Dc
needed ir

ason M. Pauley,
Director of Solid Waste and Recycling
cc:

Tom Harris County Administrator

Q'I
P.O. Box 169
King George, VA 22485
Telephone: (540) 775-3321
FAX: (540) 775-3706

FILE COPY
JASON M. PAULEY
Landfill Superintendent

Memomndum
To:

Tom Harris, County Administrator

From: Jason M. Pauley, Landfill Superintendent
Date: 09/27/99
Re:

Follow to Incident Report for 09/18/99

Further investigation and information gathering from the train tipping facility at the landfill
has made the events of September 17 and I8emore clear. Waste Management has
submitted their report, which details what they were told by Maryland Environmental
Service's (MES) employees as well as their own observations. I am still awaiting a report
from MES.
A informed our DEQ inspector Mrs. Tammy Gumbita of the potential situation on Monday
September 2&. At that time, with the limited information present, she felt that there would
not be enough evidence to write a violation or file charges. In addition, she stated that due to
the heavy rains, if there were a discharge, it would be extremely diluted in the receiving
stream. She then asked me to follow up with her once more information was collected. She
felt that an inspection at that time would not be warranted.
As a result ofthis incident and other concerns, the site manager for MES, Mr. Chuck Kraft,
has been terminated by his company. His termination is leading to a delay in receiving the
report, due to their attempt to gather accurate information.
Based on the information gathered by interviews, reports, and visual observation, it is my
opinion that the majority of the water from the truck loading area was managed properly.
During Mr. Kraft's efforts to remove the trash from the area with heavy equipment, sloppy
handling practices were used. Consequently, water draining from the waste was allowed to
drain off the paved surface and into the drainage ditch. Though minimal in consideration of
the volume of water present initially in the loading area, none of this water was to be

September 27, 1999

received by the drainage ditch. The actual quantity of water allowed to enter the ditch would
be hard to calculate, but based on the volume of water initially present in the truck loading
area, it would have had to been minimal.

Waste Management has been instructed to thoroughly clean the ditch that received this water.
This is to remove any remaining debris and sediment that have not already been removed.
If any information received in the report from MES is inconsistent with the information in

this memo, I will forward the information to you immediately. In addition, if DEQ has any
further comments, I will forward them to your attention.
If you have any questions or concerns on this incident, I will be available for discussion at

your convenience.
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P.O. Box 169
King George. VA 22485
Telephone: (540) 775-3321
FAX: (540) 775-3706

JASON.1. PAULEY
Landfill Superintendent

September 20, 1999

Mr. Tim Schotsch
King George County Landfill
10376 Bullock Drive
King George, VA 22485
RE:

September 18, 1999, Waste Water Incident at the Landfill Train Tipper

Dear Mr. Schotsch:
As a result of the activities that have taken place at the train tipping facility during the end of last
week, I am requesting that you submit a written report detailing Friday and Saturday's activities.
As part of this report, I request that a written testimony be received from Mr. Chuck Kraft, of
Maryland Environmental Systems, detailing his activities. Mr. Kraft's testimony shall have the
following: a time line, number of trucks of leachate hauled and gallons in each, names of
employees present on Friday evening and Saturday morning, and procedures used to remedy the
standing leachate in the truck loading area.
I am concerned with the methods Mr. Kraft uses to solve problems that he is confronted with.
His inability to follow direction from the County Inspectors has led to a breakdown in trust.
Following with this, it appears that he has created more problems with what seemed to be a
simple issue with the standing leachate. If it is determined that there has been a direct and
intentional discharge into the surface waters by Mr. Kraft or his staff, we will pursue legal action
to the furthest extent possible in cooperation with the Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality.
The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality has been notified that there was a potential
release of leachate to the surface waters of the state. I notified them that I would keep them
informed as details surfaced on this matter. They are currently awaiting my report on this issue.

September 20, 1999
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Thank you in advance for your cooperation on this very sensitive issue. Please submit your
report by the close of business Wednesday September 22, 1999.
Sincerely,

Jason M. Pauley,
Landfill Superintendent

Attachments

1.
2.

County Inspector Reports
Memo to K.G. County Administrator

P.O. Box 169
King George, VA 22485
Telephone: (540) 775-3321
FAX: (540) 775-3706

JASON M. PAULEY
Landfill Superintendent

Memorandum
To:

Tom Harris, County Administrator

From: Jason M. Pauley, Landfill Superintendent
Date:

09/21/99

Re:

Storm Report From Hurricane Floyd

The King George County Landfill received high winds and over 8.5 inches of rain last week as a
result ofHurricane Floyd. The landfill continued operations throughout the storm event, but at an
extremely slow pace. This slow pace allowed safe operations and controlled blowing litter.
Three of the four surface water detention basins at the landfill were dry before the storm event due to

the drought. All four of the basins are now full, but still did not overflow from the excess rain. All
of the erosion and sedimentation controls worked properly under the stress of the storm event.
The train tipping facility had some drains that backed up, which allowed an accumulation of water in

the truck loading area of the facility. This water was pumped out throughout the day on Friday and
completed pumping early Saturday morning. County staff is reviewing some of the operational

procedures that were utilized by Waste Management's contractor, Maryland Environmental Services.
This review is to assure complete environmental safety and compliance in regards to the handling of
the water from the building.
As a result of the storm, we have had a larger than normal amount of leachate generated at the

facility. The capacity of the holding tanks has been able to hold the leachate prior to hauling and
disposal. Waste Management has contracted twice the number of trucks to haul leachate for disposal
during this time to bring the volume in the holding tanks down.

As a whole, the landfill faired the storm very well. The storm did have effects on the operations, but
they were managed so that safety was the number one priority. If you have any direct questions or
concerns, I will be available for discussion at your convenience.

Depantment of Panks nab Recneation
King Geouge County, Viginia
.

Located in the Citizen Center, 8076 King's Highway
PO Box 71, King George, Virginia 22485
Phone (540) 775-4386
FAX (540) 775-5255

KGP-R@crosslink.net

Tony Hardamian, Director

TO:

Tom Harris
County Administrator

FROM:

Tony Herdemian
Parks & Recreation Directo7

Subject:

Hurricane Floyd Damage

Date:

September 27, 1999

On behalf of the Parks & Recreation Department I would like to take this

opportunity to report the damages incurred by Hurricane Floyd on September 16'.

After a careful inspection of our facilities and county properties the damage
was isolated to Barnesfield Park. One picnic shelter had roof (shingles) damage, that

required replacement of one bundle of shingles. The storm also caused some tree
damage ( one large tree ) . Fortunately, said tree did not conflict with any fields,
which would have impacted our soccer or softball games.
If you have any questions regarding this matter please don't hesitate to contact
me.

